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HIST 535 - 001: Approaches Mid East/Islam Hist — Huseyin Yilmaz — 04:30 PM to 07:10 PM M - East Building 134
Why does Islamic history imply medieval times whereas that of the Middle East directs our attention to the modern era? How do these histories differ or coalesce in time and space? Is Islam the most defining signifier in studying histories of societies where Muslims prevail? What have been conventional and revisionist ways of studying these fields among modern historians? In response to these and similar questions, this course aims to serve as an in-dept introduction to major themes, problems, and interpretations of Middle Eastern and Islamic history. Innovative and representative texts of historical writing from ten different topics, such as origins of Islam, colonialism, and gender, will be examined. We will highlight and discuss critical concepts, methodologies, ideological biases, cultural undertones, schools of thought, and theoretical frameworks in contemporary historiography. Existing paradigms will be critiqued and new approaches will be put to scrutiny. Different ways of historical thinking, analysis, and writing will be explored. Peculiarities of Middle Eastern and Islamic history and its shared rhythms with broader world history will be emphasized. The purpose of the course is to expose students to the subtleties of historian’s craft, explore historical literature on selective topics, and endow them with skills to critically engage with scholarship in Islamic and Middle Eastern history.  




MEIS 500 (This is a GLOA course)
Critical Issues and Debates in Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies
This course is an advanced survey of significant issues, paradigms, and methodologies in the study of the Middle East and Islam. Its aim is to introduce M.A. students in Middle East and Islamic Studies to a wide spectrum of approaches and themes in both fields above, expose them to the methodological and substantive debates therein, and prepare them for conducting advanced research in their area of interest. The rationale for bringing together various topics, themes, regions, and disciplines is to emphasize the importance of contextualizing any related research agenda within a broader framework.

HIST 555 - DL1: Current Issues in East Asia — Gerrit van der Wees — 04:30 PM to 07:10 PM R – Online
This course will focus on several interlinked current major issues in East Asia, which due to their contingent nature are difficult to incorporate into regular curricular offerings. The course will examine how US policy towards four key players in the region, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and China, has evolved during  the past 30-some years, and how interactions with the other players is affecting these policies.
US policymakers responsible for these countries and diplomats from these countries will be invited as guest speaker to the class in order to elaborate on a current issue facing their respective bureaus.  Students will then be asked to develop responses to these requests, and present approaches to resolve these issues through their papers and class presentations. 
The course will examine the policy questions against the background of some of the overarching themes. These often don’t drive the debates on the issues of the day, but are important in the understanding of the background and the broader perspective.  1) Taiwan’s transition to democracy and its implications for today.  2) Japan’s rise as a responsible stakeholder, and its uneasy historical relations with some of its neighbors.  3) The tension between South Korea’s emergence as a regional power and its quest for unification. 4) China’s rise and its implications for the East Asia region as a whole.  
HIST 555 DL1 is an online live video section.

HIST 575 - 001: Approaches Mid East/Islam Hist — Huseyin Yilmaz — 04:30 PM to 07:10 PM M - East Building 134

HIST 575 - 002: Approaches Mid East/Islam Hist — Sumaiya A. Hamdani — 01:30 PM to 02:45 PM TR - Krug Hall 242

HIST 610 - 002: Study and Writing of History — Joan C. Bristol — 07:20 PM to 10:00 PM M - Music Theater Building 1008
This course examines trends in historical analysis, focusing primarily on the work of twentieth- and twenty-first-century scholars working in the United States. Most of the scholars whose work we will examine wrote on early modern Europe and the Americas. This class is focused on historiography rather than on a specific region or time period, however. We will discuss the way that historians choose and interpret their sources, the elements that affect their interpretations, and how and why these interpretations have developed and changed over time.

HIST 610 - 001: Study and Writing of History — Michael G. Chang — 04:30 PM to 07:10 PM W - Innovation Hall 316
This course differs from most other history courses in that it does not concentrate upon a specific geographic region or historical period, nor upon a particular social, political, or cultural topic. Instead, it focuses on historiography, or “the history of history,” and is intended to introduce graduate students to the major theories, methodologies, and problems of historical analysis and interpretation.   
We will begin with a survey of key institutional and intellectual developments that have informed the practice of history as an academic discipline from the late nineteenth century to the present. Then we will closely analyze a number of recognized works (all from the twentieth-century) that exemplify important shifts in how historians (and some non-historians) have conceptualized processes of historical change, selected and interpreted the available evidence, and constructed narratives of the past. Finally, we will read and discuss a few more recently published titles that represent current trends in the production and presentation of historical knowledge.   
Throughout the semester, we will explore some important and often overlapping themes, such as the nature and purpose of historical inquiry, the relationship between academic and popular approaches to history, the challenges of writing the history of people who left few sources of their own, and the ways in which history as a field has been implicated in the shaping and reinforcing of power relationships in the modern world. Students will also be encouraged to develop their own views about how and why approaches to the study and writing of history have changed over time.  

HIST 613 - 001: Colonial North America — Randolph Scully — 07:20 PM to 10:00 PM R - Innovation Hall 336
This course provides a graduate-level introduction to the history and historiography of North America from (very) roughly the beginnings of European colonization to the aftermath of the Seven Years’ War. We will explore the changing parameters and definitions of the field, including its most recent incarnation as #VastEarlyAmerica, and we will consider the various themes of encounter, exchange, empire, conflict, community, and consolidation that historians have developed to make sense of this complex, multiethnic, and transnational world. The British colonies will remain the main (though not exclusive) focus, but we will explore ways of understanding those colonies within larger continental, Atlantic, and world-historical frameworks.

HIST 615 – 003 and HIST 635 - 003
Global Hist Sexuality & Gender — Samuel Clowes Huneke — 07:20 PM to 10:00 PM T - Aquia Building 219
What are sexuality and gender identity, what do they have to do with each other, and how have they changed over time? Why have different regimes regulated sexuality in different ways and for different reasons? How have individuals understood their sex and sexuality in different times and places? These are a few of the questions we will tackle this semester, reading some of the most influential histories of gender and sexuality in Europe, the United States, and Asia.


HIST 615 – 004 and HIST 635 - 004
Revolutions in the Atlantic — Rosemarie Zagarri — 07:20 PM to 10:00 PM W - Innovation Hall 316
The American Revolution was the first of a series of revolutions that occurred in the Atlantic region during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. These upheavals extended from the US to France, Haiti, Ireland, and Latin America. This readings course will examine the factors contributing to the revolutions, the extent to which democratic ideology played a role in the upheavals, and the nature of the revolutionary settlement in disparate places. It will compare and contrast different regions as well as explore the connections between them, including the of role international slave trade and the exchange of people, goods, and ideas. Students will read a book per week and write two short analytical book reviews, as well as complete a longer (10-12 page) synthetic essay, based on class readings.  


HIST 615 - 001: Disease, Medicine, & Society — Sun-Young Park — 07:20 PM to 10:00 PM R - East Building 134
The experience of illness and health, whether physical or mental, is familiar to all of us, as are concerns related to germs, hygiene, and sanitation. Beginning with our commonly held assumptions about these shared aspects of modern life, this seminar will explore the history of medicine as it has intersected with other political, social, and cultural developments, focusing on Europe and the U.S. from the late 18th to 20th centuries. How have understandings of health and disease both reflected and shaped changing ideas and attitudes about modern society and culture? How does scientific knowledge construct and produce its object of study? How are medical ‘truths’ translated into practice and diffused into local cultures? Discussion topics will include the historical and social constructions of disease and wellness; cultural components of illness; politics of public health and hygiene; social determinants of health; medical technologies and their ethical, social, and cultural implications.

HIST 629 - 001: Gilded Age/Progressive Era — Michael O'Malley — 07:20 PM to 10:00 PM R - Innovation Hall 316

HIST 630 - 001: U.S. Women's History — Cynthia A. Kierner — 07:20 PM to 10:00 PM W - East Building 134
Wide-ranging survey of burgeoning field of women's history, emphasizing critical evaluation of sources and interpretation. Readings represent variety of approaches, which may include material culture studies, medical history, history of sexuality, political history, and social and cultural history. May not be repeated for credit.

HIST 663 - 002: Capitalism & American Religion — Lincoln A. Mullen — 07:20 PM to 10:00 PM M - Innovation Hall 316
The relationship between religion and capitalism has long occupied historians of the United States, and before them it concerned the people whom historians study. In this class, you will meet many people whose religion led them to interact with capitalism in unexpected and unusual ways. You will meet the Puritans whose work ethic supposedly created capitalism, but who insisted on resting on the Sabbath; Moravian missionaries who made converts and money; slaves, slaveowners, and abolitionists who all claimed the Bible when reckoning with the capitalist system of slavery; a Protestant writer who insisted that Jesus was a businessman, and Catholics who believed Jesus called them to a kind of socialism; African American preachers who marketed their recorded sermons; Jews who mass-manufactured matzah and created Yiddish socialism; an industrialist who wrote The Gospel of Wealth, and laborers who created churches for the working class; nineteenth-century consumers who turned gift-giving into a ritual, and twenty-first-century television personalities who turned consumption into therapy; Christians whose faith turned them into environmentalists, and Christians who drilled for crude oil; converts who thought religion required poverty, and Prosperity Gospelers who thought it promised wealth. You will read primary sources from American history, secondary works in American religious history, and excerpts from theorists of religion and capitalism. Through these readings and your own writing, you are invited to make sense of this perpetual historical puzzle.

HIST 664 - 001: Indigenous North America — C Joseph Genetin-Pilawa — 04:30 PM to 07:10 PM R - Innovation Hall 316
Modern Native American and Indigenous history is far more than just the history of the land loss or the suppression of culture and language. Indeed, Native peoples in the United States share fascinating stories of cultural survival despite histories of violence and genocide. Theirs is a story of changing ideas about the world and our place it in. It is the story of work, politics, and migration. But it is also a story of turmoil. It is a story of lives cut short and lands lost, of children stolen, of oppression and discrimination. And ultimately, it is a story of survival. How have Indigenous peoples in the United States navigated the turbulent centuries of American settler colonialism since 1800? And how have they remade themselves into the vibrant and richly diverse peoples that they are in the present? This course explores recent historiographical debates in the field of Modern U.S. Indigenous history. It seeks to situate Indigenous peoples within the broader context of U.S. cultural, social, and political history. Delving deep into a vibrant, exciting, and robust conversation about Indigenous histories of culture, genocide and survival in the United States, this course introduces students to various historical methodologies for working with Indigenous peoples, including the use of ethnohistorical methodologies, Indigenous literatures, oral histories, and individual biographies. We will also discuss the politics of Indigenous history and the ethics of conducting research with Indigenous peoples.

HIST 664 DL1 is a distance education section that meets synchronously. Students should expect to meet on the day and time scheduled.

HIST 688 - 001: History and Material Culture — Deepthi Murali — 07:20 PM to 10:00 PM W - Horizon Hall 4000

HIST 696 - 001: Clio Wired: Hist/New Med — Amanda G Madden — 07:20 PM to 10:00 PM M - Innovation Hall 328

HIST 797 - DL2: War and Modern Society — Meredith H. Lair — 07:20 PM to 10:00 PM W – Online
HIST 797 is the required research seminar for master's students. The goals of the course are to: 
develop the skills of an historian; 
produce an article-length research paper that makes an original contribution to knowledge; 
present research to the class; 
assist other students with their work. 

The course theme of “war and modern society” enables students to explore armed conflict and its closely related effects in any society, 1500-present. In choosing a research topic, students should be realistic about their own skills, especially language (if you work on a foreign topic, you must be able to conduct research in the relevant languages); my ability to help (I am a US historian); and the availability of source material.  
The prerequisite for HIST 797 is HIST 610. However, students may wish to delay taking HIST 797 until they have completed a few seminars, so that they have a strong foundation in the literature of a given topic. Because students are charged with producing new knowledge in HIST 797, and because substantial familiarity with the existing literature of a subject is required to establish the originality of one’s work, students should choose a research topic within a field that they know well, in terms of scholarly literature. Students are encouraged, but not required, to do some preliminary thinking about their research topic prior to the start of the course, and they are invited to contact me to discuss their ideas once they are registered for the course. 
While class sessions will be held synchronously online and can be attended from anywhere in the world, students are expected to have access to and borrowing privileges from a library, preferably a research library. The standard of research quality by which students will be evaluated will not change, even if a student does not have access to a research library. 
HIST 797 DL2 is an online live video section.

HIST 797 - 001: Trials in the Early Modern World — Rosemarie Zagarri — 07:20 PM to 10:00 PM T - Innovation Hall 316
This is a research seminar that will require students to produce an article-length (approx. 25 page) paper, based on original research in primary and secondary sources. In consultation with the instructor, students will choose a trial, or series of trials, during the period from 1650-1820 which they will study, analyze, and place in historical context. Trials can be from any region or place, and may be local, state, ecclesiastical, or national in nature. A few possible examples include: the Salem Witchcraft trials; the Burr Conspiracy trial; trials in Old Bailey (England); slave trials at the Fairfax County courthouse; trials in Gabriel's Rebellion in Virginia; trial of Charles I in England; trials of enemies of the state during the French Terror; the John Peter Zenger Case for press freedom in New York; rape trials in colonial America; Boston Massacre trials; the court martial of Major Andre during the American Revolution. Students must be able to identify a sufficient body of primary sources for their subject, and be able to read the language in which the original documents are written (or have access to translations). 
