Student Survey

October 12, 2015

Dear History Student:
Please take a few moments to read the following statement from the University Libraries:
The Mission of the George Mason University Libraries is to “serve as both a repository of and digital portal to the wider universe of knowledge. The Libraries foster innovation, originality, and imagination by qualitatively managing access to scholarship and information, providing expert consultation in the research process, and actively teaching the effective and critical use of information.”
As part of our mission, the University Libraries strive “to ensure provision of the best possible collections of research materials in all formats for its users throughout the university community, undergirding the University's goals of strong support of learning, teaching, and research.”
To that end, the Libraries continually assess our collections to ensure that they are meeting the needs of the research community. We invite your participation in this survey with the hope that your feedback will help us adjust the scope, depth, and breadth of our materials.
The survey should take approximately 10 minutes and can be accessed by going to http://bit.ly/1WWQk5Z and entering the password gmulibraries. (If clicking the link does not work, please copy and paste the address into the address bar of your internet browser.)  Your answers are kept anonymous, although if you would like us to follow up with you about specific issues, please feel free to include your name and contact information at the end of the survey.
We ask that you complete the survey by Friday, November 6, 2015. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me. Thank you for your participation and we hope to hear from you soon!
Sincerely,
George D. Oberle III
History Librarian
goberle@gmu.edu
[bookmark: _GoBack]


Student Survey: Assessing the Library Collections
[PROGRAM(S)]

DEMOGRAPHICS (1 of 4)

1. For what reason(s) do you use the Mason libraries? Mark all that apply; indicate your primary reason with an asterisk.
__ Coursework
__ Independent research
__ Personal (non-research)
__ Other: 

2. What degree are you seeking?
__ Masters of ___________ in ______________
__ PhD in _______________________________

3. How many semesters have you been enrolled at George Mason for your current degree?

4. Will this be your first degree from George Mason?
__ No
__ Yes

5. Within your subject, do you have any research interests and/or areas of expertise? If yes, what are they?
__ No
__ Yes:

6. On what campus do you primarily take classes?
__ Fairfax
__ Arlington
__ Prince William
__ Other location:

FREQUENCY OF USE (2 of 4)

7. On average, how often do you visit one of Mason’s physical libraries?
__ Every day
__ A few times per week
__ A few times per month
__ A few times per semester
__ A few times per year
__ Twice a year or less

8. Which Mason libraries do you use? Mark all that apply; indicate your preferred location with an asterisk.
__ Fenwick Library (Fairfax)
__ Johnson Center Library (Fairfax)
__ Mercer Library (Prince William)
__ Arlington Campus Library (Arlington)
__ Law Library (Arlington)

9. On average, how often do you access online resources provided by the University Libraries (including but not limited to: databases, e-journals, e-books, datasets, streaming content, etc.)? 
__ Every day
__ A few times per week
__ A few times per month
__ A few times per semester
__ A few times per year
__ Twice a year or less

10. Do you use other libraries outside of Mason? If yes: Which one(s), and why?
__ No
__ Yes:	 

MATERIALS USED (3 of 4)

11. Within your subject, what online resources do you use (generally and/or specifically)? These can include (but are not limited to) databases, e-journals, e-books, Infoguides, subject portals, datasets, streaming content, etc. as well as specific titles/products.

12. Within your subject, what print resources do you use (generally and/or specifically)? These can include types of materials as well as specific titles/products.

13. Please list up to five journals that you consider to be core resources for your subject (print journals or electronic):

14. For your academic work, do you consult materials in any language(s) other than English? If yes, what language(s)?
__ No
__ Yes: 

15. For your academic work, do you tend to prefer e-books or print books? Why?

GENERAL RESPONSES (4 of 4)

16. Do you have a good sense of the University Libraries collection(s) for your subject? Feel free to explain.
__ No
__ Yes:	 

17. Can you identify weaknesses in the University Libraries collection(s) for your subject? (Please include weaknesses at all levels, from core essential materials to specialized research materials.)
__ No
__ Yes:	

18. Can you identify strengths in the University Libraries collection(s) for your subject? (Please include strengths at all levels, from core essential materials to specialized research materials.)
__ No
__ Yes:	 

19. Please rate the University Libraries collection(s) for your subject on a scale of 1 to 5, based on the following guidelines:
__ 1. Minimal Level: Includes basic works.
__ 2. Basic Information Level: Includes up-to-date general materials that serve to introduce and define a subject; not sufficiently intensive to support courses or independent study in the subject area.
__ 3. Instructional Support Level: Adequate to support undergraduate and most graduate instruction as well as independent study; sufficient to maintain knowledge of a subject for general purposes, but insufficient for advanced research.
__ 4. Research Level: Includes major source materials for dissertations and independent research; includes all major reference works, a wide range of publication dates, and specialized monographs, journals, and databases.
__ 5. Comprehensive Level: Includes all significant works, in all applicable languages, relevant to the field; exhaustive.

20. What way(s) – if any – do you feel that the library collections have impacted your scholarship?

Thank you for your participation in our survey. If you are interested in a follow-up, please include your name and contact information – as well as any questions, concerns, or comments you may have – below:
