Draft Proposal:

For both full-time and part-time students enrolled in post-master’s doctoral programs, the total time to degree will not exceed eleven (11) nine (9) calendar years from the time of first enrollment as a doctoral student. Doctoral students are expected to advance to candidacy in no more than six five years and to complete all other degree requirements for graduation (including dissertation or final project) in no more than five four years from the time of advancement to candidacy. Students who do not meet published time limits because of circumstances beyond their control (including personal or family illness or incapacity, military activation or deployment, or other similar circumstance) may petition their dean for an a single extension of one calendar year at any point during their program. Extensions to the time limit for advancement to candidacy may be granted for a maximum period of one calendar year. The one-year extension granted to advance to candidacy will run concurrently with the five years provided to complete the dissertation. In case of an extension, the total time limit to for completion of thedegree will not exceed eleven (11) ten (10) years. even for those students granted a time extension for advancement to candidacy. Students who are given permission to re-enroll following an absence from Mason may not count the time limits as beginning on the date of re-enrollment. Failure to meet the time limits or to secure approval of an extension request may result in termination from the program. International students attending in F-1 or J-1 status also have more restrictive time limits to advance to candidacy and to complete the degree and cannot expect the maximum 11 9-year deadline to apply to them. Students should contact the Office of International Programs and Services for information. It is the responsibility of the student to conform to these time limits.
