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School Group
Programs
and Teacher
Professional
Development

7
����
����
����
�

��������

15

The Naturalist Center’s
school group and teacher
training programs are
among the best inquirybased learning opportunities in museums around
the country. They are a
popular way to learn how
the resources can be useful
learning tools. Groups of
6 or more must contact
the Naturalist Center to
make reservations.
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Volunteer!
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Get ready to
change the way
you “look” at
museums!
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The
Naturalist
Center
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Be a part of the most stimulating learning experience in
Northern Virginia! Docents are a critical part in making the Naturalist Center a rewarding experience for over
14,000 visitors a year. Internships for college students are
available. We guarantee you’ll learn something new every
day! If you are 16 or older and can donate
your time on a regular basis, contact
the Center for details.
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Naturalist Center
Smithsonian Institution
741 Miller Drive, SE, Suite G-2
Leesburg, Virginia 20175-8994

Hours of Operation
Open Tuesday – Saturday, 10:30am – 4:00pm
Closed, Sunday, Monday, and federal holidays
Admission: free, Parking: free
Wheelchair accessible

Malabar
Banded
Peacock
butterﬂy

Toll Free: 800-729-7725
Local: 703-779-9712
Fax: 703-779-9715
Email: natcentr@si.edu
Learn more about the Naturalist Center and other exhibitions and events at the Smithsonian Institution by
visiting on the web: http://www.si.edu

featuring
study collections
reference library
scientiﬁc tools
knowledgeable staff

Discover the Naturalist Center!
One step into the Center and you know
this is going to be a diﬀerent kind of
museum experience.

Stone projectile
point

The study
of plants and
animals just got
more interesting!
The Naturalist Center
provides the resources to
identify animals or plants
that visitors have seen or
collected. It is a great place for
doing research for school reports
and science fair projects. Marvel at
the biodiversity of life on this planet.
The possibilities are as limitless as your
imagination.

The Main Study
Gallery open to visitors

10 years of age or older has
over 36,000 natural history
specimens to study in detail,
books, scientiﬁc tools, and
experienced staﬀ. Use the
resources to learn more
about the world around
you. Try one of our “Museum
Mysteries” or solve a mystery of
your own.

Social Sciences

Sea Urchin

The Naturalist Center is a great place to
study the material culture of local paleoindians. Learn about the techniques they
used to make stone tools. Learn
how scientists study human
skeletal remains. The Center
also has modern and fossil primates
(casts) for you to examine the data behind
human adaptations and evolution.

Woodchuck

Seastar
Native Sulfur

The Family
Learning Center,
designed especially for young
learners, is a “thinking space.”
Everyone in the family can
discover something new, by
investigating what’s inside
the Center’s discovery boxes,
reading books and trying
hands-on activities.

Life
Sciences

Beetles of the
Mid-Atlantic region

What can you learn at the

Naturalist Center?

Just about anything!

Art
The Naturalist Center is very popular with scientiﬁc
illustrators, photographers, and other artists. Visitors can
study ﬁne details, colors, and anatomy.
Microscopes and specialized tools
oﬀer a unique opportunity
to try scientiﬁc illustration
techniques used by
the professionals!

Earth Sciences
Imagine having access to hundreds
of minerals, rocks from the three
major rock types, local rock
formations, plus erosional
features and geological
“oddities.” The Naturalist
Center has tools to use so
you can identify your own
rocks and minerals. With
reference books and maps,
the Naturalist Center has
enough resources for
a college-level
geology course!
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